New Technologies Used to Help Identify
Missing Senior Citizens
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The Mational
{Triad), as part of its on-
going cfforts to improve
and expand che qualicy
of services to seniors in
our communities, has en-
dorsed an innovative iris
biomerric-based  identi-
fication system — Senior
Safery Net™ — to identify
and locate missing senior
cirizens.
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said Sheriff Garvey, “The en-
thusiasm with which this has
been received and the pare-
nerships that have developed
to enroll children and seniors
prove to me that we are on the
right track.”

Senior Safety Net™ was in-
stalled (along with The Child
Project™} in St. Johns Counry
Florida in August 2005, “Cur
population is growing signifi-
cantly and the biggest growth
is in two catcgories: juveniles
and seniors, two of the most
vulnerable groups found any-
where,” said 5t. Johns County
Sheriff David Shoar. 1 see it as

tem makes a template or
‘map’ of cach person’s iris
pattern for storage in the
system. To verily identicy
later, an individual simply
looks ac the camera, and
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Irec. and hoated by the
Haticnol Cander for Missing
Adulss, Sanior Safery Med™
posiively identifies anecied
individusals in seconds, using
the most mothematicalle
umeque biomelric - the s

wonderful ool to help us find
missing persons of all ages. In
the last five years the number
of the }Jt.'uph_' sufferi ng From Al-
zheimer's has increased locally,
and this is another way we help
find people that have walled
away and can't identify them-
selves. | sec this as a win-win

stored in the system. If
there’s a march, the idenri-
ty is verified and the person is locared.

According to the Alsheimers Asso-
ciation, an estimared 4.5 million Amer-
icans have Alzheimers discase, and the
number of Americans with Alzheimer’s
has more than doubled since 1980, It
is estimared thar 2.7 million of those af-
Hicted with the discase will wander at
some point —and 1.88 million of those
will wander repeatedly. Unformunarely,
only 72,000 of those who wander will
be able o \dh.]‘. find their wiy home
withouwt [1|_'|p.

When Sheriff David A. Clarke, Jr.
of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin re-
cently implemented Senior Si_'li.l'l_}' Mer™
and The Child Projece™ he invited ley
community organizations to join him

in this effort. For example, Veronica

Maumann Bugel, Regional Services Co-
ardinarar for the Southeastern Wiscon-
sin Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
rion said chat senior citizens have been
interested in this new technology. Her
agency has partnered with the Milwau-
kee County Sheriffs Othce to enroll se-
niors in the Senior Safery Ner™ system.
“Our parcnership with the Sheriffs of-
fice on this project has been going very
well and we are looking for new venues
to utilize this innovative device to pro-
tect our most vulnerable citzens,” she
said.

These types of partnerships are en-
couraging to the idea’s originator, Sher-
iff Garvey of Hampshire county Mas-
sachusetes, “We are well on our way 1o

establishing this as a narional system,”

situation for us, It didn't cost
the taxpayers a penny. We paid
the cost for the equipment -- $235,000
- from drug money we confiscated.”

The MNational Center for Missing
Adules (NCMA), a non-profit agency
providing nationwide assistance to law
enforcement and families of missing
persons, hosts the darabase ar its head-
quarters in Phoenix, Arizona, Unlike
fingerprine, voice, facial or p]umh 1
card programs, data obrained using the
Iris Recognition System will never be-
come obsolete because peoples’ iris pat-
terns remain the same for life after one
year from hirch. &

For more f!{ﬁlr:f;rftiﬂu o Senior .';:l.."{ll":"!_]."
Net™ please contact Susan Carpenter at
S08-224- 1606 ext. 315 or via e-mail at
searpenter@ibechildprafect ong,
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